March 5, 2006

Representative John Harris, Speaker
House of Representatives

State Capital, Room 404

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Representative Harris,

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce strongly supports sustainable
energy solutions for Alaska. Alaska’s vast geography and isolated
communities create energy problems, energy shortages, and high-energy
costs unparalleled by any other state. Thank you for sponsoring HB 152 and
for your work with Rep. Bill Thomas. We appreciate your diligent work in
searching out cheaper and alternative energy solutions for Alaska.

Existing and new businesses in Alaska must often jump through high-energy
hurdles in order to prosper and maintain any level of sustainability. Finding
solutions to Alaska’s energy problems should be paramount for Alaska’s
political leaders. Especially in rural Alaska where transportation of energy
creates additional costs, Alaska’s businesses will continue to struggle as
crude prices continue to escalate. HB 152 attempts to address Alaska’s
unique energy problems by creating an alternative energy fund, by studying
and recommending energy solutions that will ultimately help all Alaskans
and Alaska’s businesses.

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce strongly supports HB 152. We
believe the bill will ultimately help the state configure alternative energy
solutions that will help lower the cost of energy in Alaska’s remotest regions
allowing all Alaskan’s to prosper.

Yours in economic prosperity,

Wayne A. Stevens
President/CEO
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce

cc: Rep. Bill Thomas



