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fi Good Start Is
Made at McKinley

The | nyle of the just completed Alatka Resources Develop-
ment meet st ML McKinley National Park was harmony, and great
eredit should go to the chairman and kingpin of the convention, Jack
M. Anderson who had the tough job of plloting more than 100 dele-
gates from all over Alaska through four days of meetings, discussion
and debate.

_Bu wik give and take on all sides and the underlying feel-
ings Kat Alaska and its fiture superceded any man-made snags
and sl elfm'ls wenl loward the good of the lerritory” and the sub-
servience of the district and the individual

., " 0wt of the meeting grew a new All Alaska Chamber of

i Commerce which will be charged with the burden of carry-
ina on the work started at the meeting.

It was most remarkable to see persons reprasenting

| known factions freely discussing their problems with former

opponents and labor and management werking side by side

! and pulling for the same ends.

- . M

ting was thot of the Alcoa plant to be erecled at Taiya near Skag

¥ at a cost of some $400,000,000. This is a sum almost equal to
ihe entire amount of defense money spent in Alaska since the start
of the Korean war. The setual significance of the announcement,
IEerer was found in the fact that the entire project from the con-

i{of course, the most remarkable announcement of the entire

sikuction of the hydro-eleciric plant to the erection of the smelting
plant and the man-made town will be done entirely with private
capital. 'This implication transcends even the staggering money g
vpe and the greal production, figure for it means that the old bug
a-boo-lack of risk capital in Alsska has been dispelled. In the words

Mr. Leon: Hickman, vice president and general counsel of the
AMuminum Company of Ameriea, Alecoa came to Alnska because it
winted to, because Aluska offered many advantages among a high

list of competitive sites that were belng considered,
L - -

The laying en the line of nearly ene-half billion dollars
of private money distipates forever Ihe contention that
Alaska is a locked-up Frontier, reserved in cold storage until

. Washington chootes to open its doors. It dispells, foo, the
| centention of those who would have us pushed inte state-
hood under inadequate eonabling acts, that private money
will never venture here until thers is a sfate. The Aleoa
| company’s decision merks the third and largest private capi-
tal, venture in the past few years, e!ﬁ.r notabls Investmants
i being the pulp mill at Ketchikan and the plywood plant at
Juneau. We are now closer to statehood than ever before
and now we have » firm base upon which to set our new

o The Alcoa news was by far the modt sensational of the Mt Me
Kty meet, byl the meeting would have been suecessful from many |
dpoints in spite of that. The entire almusphr;g wat one of en:f
natie delermination to get something done for Alaska—nol jutt
Lor .one_disgtrict—but all of Alaska and il was the feel:

ing of the delegates (hat just that bad been accomplished.
- It wa: & wise decision to eloct Mr. Anderson president of the
& All Alaka Chamber of Commerce, for he, with the assistance

is capable staff, has demonstrated that he has the know-how for
lopjtg'a new organizalion. It is rare indecd in these busy times,
to discover a4 man who has the fortitude 1o give so much of his time
energies to a public cause.




